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IDAHOANS OVERWHELMINGLY AGAINST BAILING OUT DOMESTIC AUTOMAKERS,

DO NOT FEEL IT WOULD HELP U.S. ECONOMY

· 74% say they are against relief, 52% say it would not help the nation’s economy

· Idahoans differ only slightly in their attitudes from one part of the state to another

· Region 1,2/North, North Central Idahoans slightly more wary than the rest of the state 

· Idahoans more opposed to relief/bailout than rest of the nation

Greg Smith, President of Greg Smith & Associates, is releasing the results of a statewide public opinion research study among Idaho residents regarding their attitudes toward the proposed relief/bailout package for the “Big Three” automakers.  The poll was conducted December 2-4 among 400 randomly selected and statistically representative Idahoans eighteen years of age or older. Respondents were asked if they were for or against the bailout/relief, then asked if they thought this effort would help the United States economy.  Greg Smith & Associates sponsored for the study effort, with results having a maximum statewide margin of error of + 5.0% at a 95% confidence level. 

For interviews or further study information, please contact Greg Smith at 208.939.2327 or 208.921.9458.  

Greg Smith & Associates is a marketing/public opinion/polling research and consulting firm headquartered in Eagle, assisting numerous clients in the private, public, and political sectors.  Greg is widely known within and outside of Idaho for his business and political survey research, analysis and commentary.  He has been quoted and his work referenced by all major Idaho television, print, and radio entities.  Further, national media appearances include CNN, politico.com, pollster.com, Newsweek, the Washington Post and L.A. Times, Congressional Quarterly, and Roll Call.  He is an undergraduate of the University of Idaho, and received his M.B.A. from Northwestern University.
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Idahoans from all parts of the state are against a relief or bailout of the nation’s “Big Three” automakers.

Respondents were read and asked the following:  “As you may know, Congress is considering giving about 35 billion dollars in emergency loans to help or bail out Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler.  From what you know, are you for or against this relief or bailout package by the United States government?  In response, 74% of Idahoans are opposed to this Federal assistance, with only 22% in favor.  Opposition is strongest in North Idaho (80%), although opposition is at 70% or greater throughout Idaho.

Shortly before this polling effort, CNN/Opinion Research asked people nationally about this subject, and found 61% in opposition to relieving or bailing out the Big Three automakers.  

Further, only about four of ten Idahoans think that this relief, if it occurred, would help the nation’s economy.

When asked, “If the U.S. Government does in fact provide this emergency aid to these automakers, do you feel that the effort would help the United States economy?”, only 39% of Idahoans feel that relief or a bailout would help the nation’s economy, with fully 52% not believing the effort would be of help.  Idahoans in Regions 1 and 2 (North and North Central Idaho – for example, Lewiston, Moscow, and Coeur d’Alene) are the most wary about the relief/bailout being helpful, with Southwestern Idahoans and Magic Valley residents more likely to say the effort would be helpful.  However, less than half of Idahoans throughout Idaho feel these emergency government loans would be helpful.

The same CNN/Opinion Research poll referenced above asked a similar question, and found approximately the same proportion of people nationally feeling the effort would be helpful (42%).

Regarding the above findings, Smith noted, “In my opinion, there are two primary reasons for these findings, one pertaining to the U.S. as a whole, and one more unique to Idahoans.  First, you sense from media reports and other public opinion research that citizens across the nation are suffering from “bailout burnout” – that is, we’ve bailed out AIG, Freddie Mae and Sallie Mac, a few other entities, and others such as the Big Three automakers waiting in the wings.  Regardless of one’s macroeconomic theory beliefs, the fact remains that the United States remains a free market based economy, and that citizens rail against the federal government becoming innately involved in numerous aspects of our economy.”

Smith added, “Idaho is arguably the ‘reddest’ and perhaps the most economic/libertarian conservative state in the nation, with its citizens generally espousing less government interference in virtually all aspects of life, certainly including the economy.  To this end, it is no surprise that the proposed bailout or relief effort is opposed even more by Idahoans than the rest of the nation.”      
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