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RISCH AHEAD OF LAROCCO AND RAMMELL FOR U.S. SENATE

· Risch leads with 41%, compared to 29% for LaRocco and 3% for Rammell “if the election was held today”.

· Risch’s strongest among residents of Region 5/Southeastern Idaho and Region 3/Southwestern Idaho, and longer-time residents/natives 18-29 and 50-64 

· LaRocco strongest in Region 2/North Central Idaho (and in fact leads), Region 3, and Region 4/Magic Valley 

· Rammell strongest in Region 6/Upper Snake  

· “Still undecided” highest in Region 2

Greg Smith, President of Greg Smith & Associates, is releasing the results of a statewide public opinion research study among likely 2008 general election voters in Idaho.  The poll was conducted August 18-22 among 600 randomly selected and statistically representative Idahoans eighteen years of age or older who say they are either very or somewhat likely to vote in the November, 2008 general election.  Respondents were asked for whom they would vote for U.S. Senate “if the election was held today”, and the order of the three major candidates was rotated to ensure no order bias.  If respondents were undecided on their preference, they were then asked their preference “if they had to decide today”, the results resulting in “hard” and “soft” support.  Greg Smith & Associates sponsored and paid for the study effort, with results having a maximum statewide margin of error of + 4.0% at a 95% confidence level. 

For detailed analysis and implications, as well as background on Greg Smith & Associates, please turn to page 4.  For interviews or further study information, please contact Greg Smith at 208.939.2327 or 208.921.9458.  The data itself are contained on the next two pages, showing “hard” and “soft” support, and how this support is explained by such demographic variables as residence location (Regions 1 through 6), age, political affiliation, length of time having lived in Idaho, and gender. 

Sample composition:

Region 1/North Idaho


 14.0%

Region 2/North Central Idaho                                   8.3 




Region 3/Southwestern Idaho                          
 41.0          

Region 4/Magic Valley                       

 12.2                       

Region 5/Southeastern Idaho                                   12.2

Region 6/Upper Snake                                             12.3   
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Percentages of Idaho voters statewide with that candidate preference

              (%s may not add exactly to 100 because of rounding) 






      -----------------------------REGION----------------------------

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Total

	LaRocco (hard)
	17.9%
	26.0%
	22.8%
	20.3%
	13.5%
	25.0%
	21.2%

	LaRocco (soft)
	6.0%
	6.0%
	11.0%
	9.5%
	8.1%
	2.8%
	8.3%

	Risch (hard)
	26.2%
	6.0%
	33.7%
	21.6%
	41.9%
	22.2%
	28.5%

	Risch (soft)
	11.9%
	14.0%
	11.4%
	14.9%
	13.5%
	11.1%
	12.3%

	Rammell (hard)
	3.6%
	2.0%
	2.4%
	2.7%
	1.4%
	4.2%
	2.7%

	Rammell (soft)
	1.2%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	1.4%
	1.4%
	0.5%

	Somebody else
	1.2%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	1.4%
	0.3%

	Still undecided
	28.6%
	42.0%
	16.3%
	27.0%
	17.6%
	30.6%
	23.3%

	Refused
	3.6%
	4.0%
	2.4%
	4.1%
	2.7%
	1.4%
	2.8%

	Total
	84
	50
	246
	74
	74
	72
	600







      -------------------------AGE--------------------------



	
	18-29 
	30-39
	40-49
	50-64
	65+
	Total

	LaRocco (hard)
	11.1%
	22.1%
	21.6%
	20.1%
	25.0%
	21.2%

	LaRocco (soft)
	8.9%
	8.4%
	7.8%
	8.3%
	8.6%
	8.3%

	Risch (hard)
	31.1%
	28.4%
	26.7%
	33.3%
	22.1%
	28.5%

	Risch (soft)
	8.9%
	12.6%
	14.7%
	12.3%
	11.4%
	12.3%

	Rammell (hard)
	2.2%
	2.1%
	3.4%
	2.5%
	2.9%
	2.7%

	Rammell (soft)
	2.2%
	0.0%
	0.9%
	0.5%
	0.0%
	0.5%

	Somebody else
	2.2%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.5%
	0.0%
	0.3%

	Still undecided
	31.1%
	22.1%
	22.4%
	20.6%
	26.4%
	23.3%

	Refused
	2.2%
	4.2%
	2.6%
	2.0%
	3.6%
	2.8%

	Total
	45
	95
	116
	204
	140
	600
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                   -----------------POLITICAL IDEOLOGY----------

	
	Republican
	Democrat
	Libertarian
	Indep/depends on the person
	Not sure
	Total

	LaRocco (hard)
	13.5%
	40.0%
	0.0%
	19.5%
	16.7%
	21.2%

	LaRocco (soft)
	4.6%
	10.8%
	50.0%
	11.9%
	4.2%
	8.3%

	Risch (hard)
	39.0%
	20.0%
	0.0%
	22.2%
	12.5%
	28.5%

	Risch (soft)
	13.1%
	6.9%
	0.0%
	14.6%
	16.7%
	12.3%

	Rammell (hard)
	1.9%
	3.8%
	0.0%
	3.2%
	0.0%
	2.7%

	Rammell (soft)
	0.4%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.5%
	4.2%
	0.5%

	Somebody else
	0.4%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.5%
	0.0%
	0.3%

	Still undecided
	24.3%
	17.7%
	50.0%
	24.3%
	33.3%
	23.3%

	Refused
	2.7%
	0.8%
	0.0%
	3.2%
	12.5%
	2.8%

	Total
	259
	130
	2
	185
	24
	600







      -------------YEARS LIVED IN IDAHO----------

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Total

	LaRocco (hard)
	18.7%
	25.2%
	17.6%
	18.5%
	23.4%
	21.2%

	LaRocco (soft)
	9.9%
	10.1%
	3.5%
	9.2%
	8.0%
	8.3%

	Risch (hard)
	24.2%
	24.4%
	31.8%
	33.1%
	28.6%
	28.5%

	Risch (soft)
	9.9%
	10.1%
	15.3%
	11.5%
	14.3%
	12.3%

	Rammell (hard)
	1.1%
	2.5%
	2.4%
	3.1%
	3.4%
	2.7%

	Rammell (soft)
	0.0%
	0.8%
	1.2%
	0.0%
	0.6%
	0.5%

	Somebody else
	0.0%
	0.8%
	1.2%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.3%

	Still undecided
	31.9%
	22.7%
	24.7%
	23.8%
	18.3%
	23.3%

	Refused
	4.4%
	3.4%
	2.4%
	0.8%
	3.4%
	2.8%

	Total
	91
	119
	85
	130
	175
	600


1 = 0-5 years





2 = 6-15 years





3 = 16-25 years





4 = 26-40 years





5 = More than 40 years





      ------GENDER------

	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	LaRocco (hard)
	22.3%
	20.3%
	21.2%

	LaRocco (soft)
	9.1%
	7.8%
	8.3%

	Risch (hard)
	27.5%
	29.3%
	28.5%

	Risch (soft)
	11.7%
	12.8%
	12.3%

	Rammell (hard)
	2.3%
	3.0%
	2.7%

	Rammell (soft)
	0.4%
	0.6%
	0.5%

	Somebody else
	0.4%
	0.3%
	0.3%

	Still undecided
	23.0%
	23.6%
	23.3%

	Refused
	3.4%
	2.4%
	2.8%

	Total
	265
	335
	600
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Smith said, “Unlike the Presidential polling results here in Idaho we released two days ago, when the results were relatively mundane (McCain leading Obama by 23 percentage points, with large leads within all measured demographic groupings), Idahoans show some heterogeneity or differences when comparing and contrasting selected demographic categories.  Statewide, Risch currently has the support of a 41% plurality of likely November voters in Idaho (29% ‘hard’ support, 12% ‘soft’), followed by 29% for LaRocco (21% and 8% ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ support respectively) and 3% for Rammell.”  

Smith continued, “ In looking at region, for example, a plurality of Region 2/North Central Idahoans, about four out of ten, are “still undecided’ – meaning that, even after being asked their preference ‘if they had to decide today’, remain undecided.  And, LaRocco leads here 33%-20%.  On the other hand, there exists only about one out of six undecided voters in Regions 3/Southwestern Idaho and 5/Southeastern Idaho – not surprising given the advertising by both candidates.  Region 5 in fact is Risch’s strongest region, with over 50% support and a lead over LaRocco of thirty-three percentage points (55%-22%).  Region 3, by far the most populous region, shows Risch with a 45%-34% lead.  LaRocco is strongest in Regions 2, 3 and 4/Magic Valley with 30%+ support, whereas Rammell is strongest in his home region of Region 6/Upper Snake, with 6% support.  Region 6 also boasts 30% undecided and a Risch lead of only 33%-28%.

“Regarding age, Risch’s lead is largest among those 18-29 (where he leads by 40%-20%) and 50-64 (46%-28%).  LaRocco and Risch are tied among those 65 and older at 33%-34% support each.”      

Smith added, “Not surprisingly, years having lived in Idaho has a fairly strong correlation with candidate preference.  For instance, those having lived in Idaho for about 15 years of less voice roughly equal levels of support between Risch and LaRocco (with perhaps a slight Risch preference), whereas those who have lived in Idaho from about 16 years to as many as 40 years more heavily favor Risch.  This years of residence finding, combined with that of respondent age, suggests to us that there are two particular groups of support that show heavy support for Risch:  Natives/long-time residents who are either rather young (18-29) or “Baby Boomers” (50-64).

Finally there appears to be no significant gender gap, nor does there appear to be any particular surprises when correlating self-described political ideology with candidate preference.

Greg Smith & Associates is a marketing/public opinion research/polling and marketing consulting firm headquartered in Eagle (Boise), Idaho, with numerous clients in the private and public sectors.  Greg Smith, the president of the firm, is widely known within and outside of Idaho for his political survey research, analysis and commentary.  He has been quoted and his work referenced by all major Idaho print entities and radio stations, and all television network affiliates in the Boise area/southwest Idaho.  He has been quoted or the firm’s work cited in such media as politico.com, the Wall Street Journal, pollster.com, Newsweek, CNN, the Washington Post and L.A. Times, Congressional Quarterly, and Roll Call.  He is an undergraduate of the University of Idaho, and received his M.B.A. from Northwestern University.
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